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Background on Radioactive 
Contamination in Magnuson Park 

Where: The northern side of park. Soil and parking lots 
around, and building attached to, Hangar (Building 27) 
housing Arena Sports; soils, parking lots and buildings (2 
and 12) behind (east) Mountaineers ς former indoor 
soccer and volleyball facility (Earth Corps) 
However, all indications are that it is safe to play/exercise 
at Arena Sports and Magnuson Athletic Club. 
When: Contamination confirmed in 2010 by surveys. 
2009 Seattle Parks asked about radium room while 
preparing for renovation. 



Background on Radioactive 
Contamination in Magnuson Park 

Notice? For over 3 years after confirming high levels of radiation, 
the Navy and Seattle Parks chose NOT to disclose that there was 
contamination.  Washington Dept of Ecology was only informed in 
April of plans  by Navy to begin work in May.  
 
How: The Park used to be a Naval Facility. The Navy used radium-based 
paint for aircraft instrument panels or other glow-in-the-dark needs. The 
Navy has refused to identify the sources of Strontium and Cesium, 
however. You should ask them where those came from tonight.   
Why: When the land was transferred to the City, the Navy signed off that 
there were no hazardous substances such as radioactive contamination.  



Contamination Around Building 27 
Arena Sports  view N 



Improper Signage 

Example of sign used at 
other radiological cleanup 
sites, but not at Park 

8 1/2 x 11 signs that Parks, the 
Navy, and DoH used in order to 
keep the radioactive 
contamination a secret for three 
years. Likely allowed exposures 
to park users who did not 
understand the dangers. 



²ƘƻΩǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜŀƴǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
What Standards Govern? 

ÅThe Navy keeps trying to play by its own interpretation of 
its own rules ς  while giving lip service to state law.  

ÅThey claim to be following a federal law called CERCLA 
(the federal Superfund law). CERCLA does not apply to a 
site that is not owned by the Navy and is not a federal 
Superfund site ς our state law (MTCA) governs, and the 
Navy must follow it.  

ÅbŀǾȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ agency that enforces MTCA 
(Ecology) ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ά¢ƛƳŜ 
/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ wŜƳƻǾŀƭ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ ǳƴŘŜǊ /9w/[!Φ  

ÅState law (MTCA) provides more protective cleanup 
standards and more meaningful public involvement  



State law MTCA applies, and the Navy 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ law 

Å.ȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ά¢ƛƳŜ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ wŜƳƻǾŀƭ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ 
under CERCLA, the Navy continues to try to bypass the 
reviews needed by the public and regulators to compare 
alternative cleanup plans which would provide more 
protection and describe health and environmental 
impacts ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
alternatives.  
ÅEven if CERCLA did apply, the law forbids the Navy from 

skipping these reviews and public processes if it knew of 
the contamination for more than 6 months.  
ÅOur State cleanup law provides a cancer risk protection 

standard which is at least 150x more protective of 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ мр 
millirem of exposures to Radium and Strontium.  



Lack of Public Review 

Å Many documents required for public review are still not available for public 
review 

ï Including: 

ÅFeasibility Study (FS) 

ÅEnvironmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

ÅEngineering Evaluation and Cost Analysis (EE/CA) 

ï The EE/CA is especially important. It is an analysis of alternatives to the 
proposed clean-up plan. Stakeholders, such as businesses and park users, have 
a right to review and comment on it in order to arrive at the best possible 
clean-up plan. 

Å The Navy has refused to produce public records for this project as required by 
law. We would have liked to share those with you tonight. 

ï In part, that records request was designed to gather the missing information. 

ï!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 
records will also show some things the Navy would rather we not see ς 
possibly explaining why they are hiding the records. 



Cleanup Standards 

ÅCurrently, the project proposes violating the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ aƻŘŜƭ ¢ƻȄƛŎǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ !Ŏǘ όa¢/!ύ ōȅ 
using a less protective federal cleanup 
standard for radionuclides (carcinogens).  

ÅThe standard the Navy proposes to use has an 
additional cancer rate 150x MTCA for 
children. In a high-use public park, that is very 
significant.  

 



Is This a Low Level of Radioactivity? 

ÅThe Navy says Yes ς ignores how Park is used 

ÅNavy would leave behind radioactive Radium, 
Strontium and Cesium at levels allowing 15 
millirem exposure to public 

ÅFor adult males, this = 1.6 additional fatal 
cancers for every 1,000 exposed. (per BEIR VII ς bŀǘΩƭ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅύ 

ÅChildren and women = 3 -10 x higher risk 

ÅState law (MTCA) requires cleanup to cancer 
risk level so that no more than 1 additional 
cancer for every 100,000 persons exposed.  



Testing Needed for Contamination in 
Lake, Groundwater, Other Areas 

 Despite the opinions of multiple experts, the Navy refuses to 
include in its work plan for additional testing  this summer: 

ÅGroundwater ς experts say there is likely contamination. 
Groundwater runs into Lake Washington and upwells onto 
parking areas and soils. Just a few feet below the highly 
contaminated soils. State law requires cleanup level to protect 
groundwater from contamination! 

ÅStorm Lines ς storm drain lines are highly contaminated. The 
Navy needs to test the full length of the line up to its 
discharge point into Lake Washington at sailing dock and 
beach.  

ÅLake Sediment ς Seattle Parks first asked the Navy to test Lake 
Sediment near the contaminated drain lines in 2010. It still 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ς but the potential for contamination is greater than 
ever. tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀŘŜΤ ǎǿƛƳΤ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŎŀƴƻŜǎΣ ƪŀȅŀƪǎΣ ǎŀƛƭΧ ƘŜǊŜ 

 
 



Full Cleanup, as soon as possible 
Public Record: Email excerpt from Parks to the Navy in 2010 asking for Lake Sediment to 
be tested ς 3 years later, the Navy continues to drag its feet on testing necessary areas 

Å5ŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ άƭŀǘŜǊέ ƛǎ not 
acceptable 
ÅThe Navy has already had over three years to test, remediate 
serious contamination 
ÅThe public has been exposed to this material for decades 
already despite the Navy signing off that no hazardous 
material was present prior to transfer 
 

 



What You Can Do ς  
Ask Ecology, SP and Navy to: 

ÅTest and remediate additional contamination areas 

ïGroundwater, Lake Sediment, Storm Lines, Other buildings and 
soils 

ÅUse state law (MTCA) process and clean-up standards ς 
follow our state cleanup standards and process: 

ïResulting in 150x lower additional cancer rate for children 

ïGive us the reviews we need to provide informed input 

ÅPublic Involvement Plan: post proper signage disclosing 
contamination, and provide plan with on-going public 
meetings, updates, review of impact statement and 
alternatives AFTER testing. 



What You Can Do ς  
Ask Ecology, SP and Navy to: 

ÅPlan a better course of action: 
ïTest for the additional contamination this summer. Do 

the cleanup of soil and groundwater Right the FIRST 
TIME.  
ÅOk if Navy proceeds with demolition of auxiliary building and 

interior of buildings, but test and plan soil, sewer line and 
groundwater cleanup as well. 

ïAnalyze the test results, complete proper reviews and 
processes, then finish a comprehensive clean-up 
including soils, ground-water, and Lake Sediment no 
later than next summer.  
ÅReturn to public for comment with results of additional 

testing, proper review of alternatives for cleanup and their 
impacts. 
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